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it was a dream fulfilled’
On a beautiful, sunny afternoon, the world joined

President George W. Bush, NASA Administrator 
Sean O’Keefe and Chief of the Astronaut Corps 
Capt. Kent Rominger as they led us in mourning the 
loss of our seven cherished family members. 

Four days after the tragedy, thousands of JSC 
employees filled the courtyard and encircled the pond
to pay tribute to the STS-107 crew. It was an emotional
event filled with words of sorrow, as well as cherished
memories, which honored a group of people who were
greatly loved and are sadly missed.

“Their mission was almost complete, and we lost 
them so close to home,” President Bush said to the
assembled group of employees, retirees, crew families
and other dignitaries.

“The men and women of the Columbia had 
journeyed more than 6 million miles and were minutes
away from arrival and reunion. The loss was sudden
and terrible, and for their families the grief is heavy.”

The President reminded those assembled that the
crew was proud to serve their countries in the pursuit 
of knowledge to benefit the world. “We remember not
only one moment of tragedy, but seven lives of great 
purpose and achievement,” he said.

“For these seven, it was a dream fulfilled. Each of 
these astronauts had the daring and discipline required
of their calling. Each of them knew that great endeavors
are inseparable from great risk. And each of them
accepted those risks willingly, even joyfully, in the cause
of discovery.”
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